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St. Stephen Martyr Catholic Church

2436 Penns

vania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20037

An Oasis in the City. A diverse, welcoming Catholic community.
Dedicated to beautiful worship, spiritual growth, and caring.

Serving Foggy Bottom and the West End since 1867.

Telephone: 202.785.0982

Fax: 202.785.1574

Email: saintstephenmartyrdc@gmail.com
Website:www.ststephenmartyrdc.org
Facebook@ststephenmartyrcatholicchurch
OFFICE HOURS

MondayFriday: 9:30anb:30pm.
MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday  9:00am, 11:00am, 12:30pm & 5:30pm

Mon/Wed/Friday 6:30am & 12:10pm
Tuesday/Thursday 12:10pm & 5:30pm
Saturday 12:10pm
CONFESSION

MondayFriday 11:30ah2:00pm
Saturday 4:30prh5pm
CLERGY

Rev. Msgr. Paul M. Dudziak, D. Min. .Rastor
msgrpaul@gmail.com
Rev. Kl aus
Hospital Chaplain
Deacon John Liu: Deacon.Liu@gmail.com
Permanent Deacon, Stephen Ministry Coordinator,
Home & GW Hospital Chaplain

JParoc8ial Yicam&QW §

STAFF

Maria Cristina Peano Office Manager
David Brake Accountant
Raphael Kadio Facilities & Maintenance
MUSIC

Neil Weston Director of Music

Grace Srinivasan Cantor

EL SHADDAI CHARISMATIC GROUP

Ricky Lopez: 202162 5 0 9 é é €dordinator
Erni e Ragunt oAssté&Céotdnadtar .
Nida Hernandez Wage: 24}51}6 O 0 Seacretary
Rosi e Pl ata: ééé éFmaasueré é
SANT’ E GInterhafional Lay Group, which
meets here: santegidiodc@gmail.com
www.santegidiousa.org/communities/washingtmon
GW CATHOLICS—2026766855

Rev. Charles Gallagher , Chaplain
chaplain@gwcatholic.com

Ms. Julie Cilano, Campus Minister:
julie@gwcatholic.com

BAPTISM: Please contact the parish office.
MARRIAGE: Please review guidelines on our
website & contact our Clergy at least six months pif
to the desired wedding date.

The Grate Patrol Needs Volunteers!
Takes hot coffee and sandwiches to persons livinj
the street, sleeping on grates, under bridges and
nooks and crannies of buildings every Saturday
Sunday morning. Glenn Marsh at-8226484 or at
gmarsh338@outlook.com.

.| Music Ministry Fund, and promises to get you into the true mood of

Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Friday, December 8th
Holy Day of Obligation
Mass Scheduled

Vigil: Thursday, Dec 7 at 5:30pm
Friday, Dec 8th at 6:30am & 12:10p

Retirement Fund for Relig

The annual
collection will be held this year on the weeke
December 40 in the Archdiocese of Washing
This paristhased appeal benefits nearly 3
senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious
priests whose communities lack retirement sg
Thank you for your generosity!

i‘ L’ q

retiredreligious.org

THE SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS

Tuesday December 19 at 7:30pm

Christmas Concert with the Choir of St. Stephen Martyr and the re|
the St. Stephen Martyr 150th Anniversary CD. The concert is in ai

mas in a unique way! The program will be made up entirely of we
carols, both in gorgeous choral arrangements, and with audience par,
The concert will also present the formal release of the St. Stephe
150th Anniversary CD, containing music, commentary, and archive

It

ease
i of t
Chris

knov
icipat
h Mar
recol

ings, designed to give a thrilling new perspective on the history of oJr pari

The concert is free, but there is a suggested donation of $20 per per
will be available for sale at the con€na. n ’ t mi ss th
now a St. Stephen Martyr Christmas Tradition, and a chance
assist the continuation of our Music Ministry!

The Little Blue Book
Advent and Christmas Seasons
2017-2018

Six-minute reflections
on the Infancy Narrative of Matthew

Available for you in the vestibule of the church
Keep Christ in Christmas!
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Monday Prayer Group
December 4 at 3:00 pm
Prayer with Sant’ Eg
Every Tuesday at 6:00 pm
El Shaddai Prayer Meeting
Every Sunday between 2:00-gh00 pm
in the Parish Hall

UPDATES
Mass Intentions
Monday, December 4
St. John Damascene, Priest & Doctor of the Church
i6:30ang +Msgr. Kenneth Roeltgen Fr. Sirianni
11:30am Confession
12:10pm +Eugene H. Wicker Msgr. Dudziak
Tuesday, December 5
11:30am Confession
12:10pm +Hugo Rizzoli Fr. Sirianni

Msgr. Paul is recovering well. He is on a new ant

and, God willing, he will be back full time this coiping

week. He is very thankful for all your kind mes
beautiful cards and phone calls.

St Matthew's Gospel Small Group
Holiday Schedule

The group will meet this Sunday, November 26.
Last meeting until the New Year will be Sunday, Deg
Classes will resume meeting on Sunday, January 7,

a1

3 |

+Members of the Lobo Fmly
Wednesday, December 6
St. Nicholas, Bishop

Msgr. Dudziak

ictem

m +Felix HouphoueBoigny Fr. Sirianni
11:30am Confession
12:10pm Clorinda & James Paolito Msgr. Dudziak

Thursday, December 7
St. Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor of the Church

11:30am Confession
12:10pm +Hugo Rizzoli Fr. Sirianni
5:30pm +Rev. John S. Mattingly Fr. Kemp

18 Friday, December 8

NO CLASSES FROM 12/10 THROUGH 12/31.

Nationwide Vigils & Events to #EndGunViolence
Come together to remember half a million Americans Kil
injured by guns since Sandy Hook shooting trage
hundreds of locations nationwide, we will give voice
victims and survivors of gun violence and together
#EndGunViolence in America. Please, attend a Prayer N4
hosted by the Communi ty
Martyr Catholic Church druesday, December 5 at 6:30p
Email: notoviolencedeaths@gmail.com. www.santegidio

Walk with Mary

Procession and Mass to honor Our Lady of Guadlég opm I‘I;/ﬁ]rrl]avl\_/gi;dfi?ldc,&lrizuslll E: 2:;:222:
Patroness of the Americas, will take place on S 9 :
December 9. The procession will leave promptly at 12:0( noon
from the Shrine of the Sacred Heart (6th St. & Park Rd.} NW) “God |l oves a cheerful
and will conclude at the Basilica of the National Shrine pf the November 20- November 26, 2017
Immaculate Conception (4th St. & Michigan Ave., NE).JThe . o -
, ; . . tory Collect 7,41
Mass will be held at the National Shrine at 2:30pm, with Ch 9|a|\>|/asssg O\r)./gn c|)_|ger(1:tlsonM|sc $$1 6
Donald Wuerl as the main celebrant and Bishop /nggr Box $362.00
Dorsonville as the homilist. For more information, Wisifends of the Music Ministry $73.00
adw.org/wwm Pakistan Scholarship Fund $3.00
World Missions Propagation of Faith $5.00
Young Adults Total $9,54194

Christmas Tree Decoration

Sunday, Dec 17 at 6:30pm
in the Rectory,

follow by a small reception

T
o i

PHD0am

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

6:30am +Romuald Slawecki Msgr. Dudziak
11:30am Confession

12:10pm Stewart & Theresa Ick Fr. Sirianni

bd or Saturday, December 9

San Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
+Members of the Lobo Fmly Msgr. Dudziak
Confession

Vigil Mass for Second Sunaday of Advent
+Ro%er Raber, Fr. Sirianni
"Sant o Suhddyi Decenbdrio Sai nt
Second Sunday of Advent
Pro Populo Msgr. Dudziak
+St. Stephen Bequest Benefactaksgr. Dudziak

Ll

11:00am

BENEFACTORS: We are deeply grateful to those who remej

special remembrance for our Benefactors on the 2nd week
month at the 11am Liturgy.

FAITH DIRECT : Dondt forget to i
planning. One of the best ways to ensure that the parish r

Hoyas Basketball Faith and Family
Ticket Vouchers available on the tables in the vesti
the church.

Day

s

the suppoedvingpee¢ dheaduigh &aith
gy at: www.faithdirect.net 68865078757 .Our parish code

b

St. Stephen Martyr in their wills. Thank You in the Lord's Nafne.
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FI ND TH E 0 . : #PERTECTGIFT

ST STEPHEN MARTYR' & ogﬁicoﬁ"ﬁ?lm\r/%h”“mas

DONATE A COAT! ad Christmas cheer by decorating a Catholic Charities

)] New and gently used, cleaned coats are Da}te for the holidays. Decorate the door of a gfoup

. @ L [esidence or the commarea at an emergency shelter fand
% being collected to help the homeless. Al ! $¥nore! These sites in Washington, DC, Montgomery Cpunty

S land Prince Geor eds Countt .
)] NEW UNOPENED packages of socks. Pleage,, -. J y
3 i [ * Give of Yourself

place them on the boxes located in the veste UIFS your family looking for something to do togetherp Is

thu ... your group looking for a way to build community? How
B _ i about doing a oA@Eme project that makes a big differefice
Angel Tree Christmas Gift Program ~_inafew hours: clean up a shelter, pack breakfast badgs (Cup
Donate a gift for a parent in need to give to their child @ joe) for people who stay in our shelters, help lodd up

Christmas. After Thanksgiving, visit the Angel Tree paggq packages, and more. Do one, do them all.
to make your commitment and get the scoop on when gnd

: St . St gq angotherdayD) a y
there to drop Off y(?ur gifts. The day after Christmas, December 26th, celebratd with
Shelter Hospitality Volunteers o food & fun and the residents at a Catholic Chafities

Do you have the spiritual gift of service, hospitality or 9ousing program by providing and serving brunch thé day
ing? Help the staff who run our karrier emergency after Christmas. Locations in Montgomery County and DC
shelters in DC to dol e o uveach baveo~d(Qresidents.a&5pt,a graup dogether goepgovide o
people each night. Sign up for a emaeek/6 month gig. the food and paper products.

For more information visiwww. CatholicCharitiesDC.orq/volunteer

Nativities of the World National Shrine's Christmas Dinner
Nativities of the World, a collection of more than 150 mostly for Those In Need
-handcrafted créches from around the globe, will beTh® Basilica of the National Shrine will sponsor dinner for
exhibit at the Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Landhisse who are alone or in need on Christmas Day, Decembe
America, Dec. 2, 200@n. 7, 2018 (daily 9 admp.m.). 25. Volunteers are needed to assist in preparing, serving, an
Many are folk art, created of local materials, such as nugfeliiering meals as well as assisting with other logistics
foil, straw and felt. See the universality of the Catholic feidse interested in  volunteering can -smn at

through the way different cultures express the birthw@iv.nationalshrine.org/christmasdinner or22&8300.
Christ. myfranciscan.org and-3@86800.

To register at FORMED use our St. Stephen Martyr Parish\GGHSK.

Prepare the Way of the King

by Dr. Scott Hahn

Your Advent journey will take on new meaning as Dr. Scott

Hahn reveals what scholars now know about the shepherds, the
mysterious Magi, and King Herod. Prepare your heart for the birth
of our Lord with this captivating talk.

“The speaker has done his homework and

has a vast knowledge of the life and times of
l the ancient Jewish people. He was also so

,( F @ R M E D witty and funny, making it easy to listen to.”

—Natalie, Ontario, CA
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THE WORD | FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT (B), DEC. 3, 2017

He Is Coming!

Readings: Is 63:16-64:7, Ps 80, 1 Cor 1:3-S, Mk 13:33-37

Jesus is on a rescue mission. That is the major theme of
Mark’s entire Gospel, which we will be reading on most
Sundays in the new liturgical year that begins on this
First Sunday of Advent. The end of the age was near, and
God sent the Son to save Israel from the coming calamity.
Mark has none of Matthew’s ruminative, “what-does-it-
all-mean” discourses. Instead, Mark packs his narrative
with action. Blind beggars, sick children, grieving parents
and demon-haunted madmen take center stage. As Jesus
delivered each one, he progressively revealed himself to be
the savior of anyone who believed in his power.

This message suited Mark’s times. He wrote around the
year A.D. 70, in a period of chaos in the Roman world. As-
sassins had killed the emperor Nero two years before. Three
feckless emperors followed in quick succession. Subject
peoples everywhere rose up against Rome. Each insurrec-
tion failed. In Judea, the Roman general Vespasian fought
the Jews ferociously before hurrying back to Rome to be ac-
claimed emperor. He left his son, Titus, to clean up the last of
the resistance. On Aug. 30, A.D. 70, Titus broke through the
walls of Jerusalem, sacked the city and destroyed the tem-
ple, which has never been rebuilt. (The arch of Titus in Rome
commemorates this destruction. The Jewish people felt the
loss so keenly that until the late 20th century, rabbinic law
forbade any Jew from walking through the arch under pen-
alty of permanent excommunication.)

Christians living in these times felt an acute need for
rescue. They knew Jesus had come and they believed God
was at work to save them, but they did not know what form
their rescue would take. To this community, Mark relays Je-
sus’ message: “Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when
the time will come.” Throughout his Gospel, Mark shows
how hard it was for people to recognize Jesus’ true nature,
even when they witnessed the great deeds he performed.
Jesus ordered his disciples to remain vigilant for his second
coming, lest they too miss his presence. Forty-odd years
later, Mark passed this command on to his community, who
must have felt, as the world they knew crumbled around
them, that they were living in the time Christ foretold.

‘May he not come suddenly
and find you sleeping.’

¥, ). Oy
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PRAYING WITH SCRIPTURE

Do you long for Christ’s rescue, or for him to trans-
form some part of your life?

What distractions can you overcome this Advent?

How can you come to believe more deeply in Christ as
the one who saves us from calamity?

The church teaches that, although Mark’s historical expec-
tations may have proved incorrect, the message he provides
for our salvation is forever true. In today’s Gospel passage,
that message is clear: “Watch! May he not come suddenly
and find you sleeping!” We wait, like Mark’s community,
for the coming of the Son of Man. We know to be alert for
Christ at the end of our natural lives. As we begin another
Advent, it is also important to remember that Christ ap-
pears suddenly in our life every day. Like the characters of
Mark’s Gospel, we can easily miss his arrival. If Mark were
writing today, he would perhaps use other symbols for that
spirit of distraction. “Be watchful! Be alert! Mayv he not find
you obsessing over trivia, lusting after images on the inter-
net, preoccupied with your phone or indulging in hate, fear
or greed.” May we use these weeks before Christmas to put
away our distractions and put our faith in Christ anew.

Michael Simone, S.J., teaches Scripture at Boston College
School of Theology and Ministry.
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